{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\fswiss\cpg0\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f2\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f3\fswiss\cpg1252\fcharset0 Arial;}{\f4\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f5\fswiss\cpg1251\fcharset204 Arial;}{\f6\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f7\fswiss\cpg1250\fcharset238 Arial;}{\f8\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f9\fswiss\cpg1257\fcharset186 Arial;}{\f10\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f11\fswiss\cpg1254\fcharset162 Arial;}{\f12\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f13\fswiss\cpg1253\fcharset161 Arial;}{\f14\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}{\f15\fswiss\cpg1255\fcharset177 Arial;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 402                 LIFE  AND  TIMES  OF   STEIN.        [PART IX.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 kept.    He wrote thus to Eichhorn on January 7th, 1818:}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Dr Schlosser will convey to you this letter and speak to you of the Estates question which is threatened by a coalition of domestic and external adversaries. They do not blush to utter and spread with the most insolent shamelessness principles of scandalous Macchiavellisrii; the Act of Confederation, they say, promises no doubt Estates to the Territories, but the time and the mode it leaves to be determined by the wisdom, i. e. the caprice of the Government; the subjects have only a right of expectation and the Confederation has no authority to protect them, nay it is bound if disturbances take place to suppress them without con\-cerning itself about the merita caussae, the motive of the disturb\-ances.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 These principles are avowed by Prince Metternich and Count Rechberg, they guide the conduct of the Austrian and Bavarian Representatives in the Confederation and at the German Courts, and it is asserted that Prussia and Hannover will be converted to them.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 I will not inquire whether a Cabinet in the abstract or whether the Austrian Cabinet acts worthily or wisely to take refuge in such sophistries, but I will affirm steadfastly and persistently that they are unserviceable, nay absolutely pernicious to Prussia.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Prussia is a Protestant State in which for 200 years a great and many-sided life and a spirit of free investigation has been de\-veloped which can neither be suppressed nor misled by jugglery. You will not make the dullest man in the nation believe that it depends on the will of the Prince when and how he shall perform an engagement which he has taken, or that if he offers resistance to arbitrary maltreatment a neighbour has a right to kill him.}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f2\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 Moreover in Prussia a series of promises have been given by a brave, chivalrous, pious and honourable King, which would be most grievously violated if we adopted such a parcel of sophisms. In the year i8r5 the King gave a formal and public promise to give his people a representative Constitution, the Chancellor of State repeated it in all the answers he gave to the different Pro\-vincial Estates when they submitted their grievances; new expec\-tations were created when in the Council of State a special Committee for the Estates Question was formed, when the Superior}\par }